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THE IDEA

BASEhabitat is a studio within the Department of
Architecture at the University of Art and Design in Linz, 
Austria.

Building with natural, local available building materials, 
and reaching high living qualities through intelligent 
architectonical solutions, are main objectives of
BASEhabitat.

Worldwide many organisations have the same goals. 
What is needed is networking, research and exchange 
of experience and know-how.

This was our motivation to organise a big international 
summer school on modern earthen architecture and 
bamboo constructions.

First it was not more 
than a vision to bring 
100 people together to 
learn and work. Step 
by step this idea was 
shaped and was be-
coming real when we 
finally could welcome 
all participants in 
Altmünster.

Ulrike Schwantner
Management BASEhabitat



5

As an answer to 
many requests from 
architects and stu-
dents from all over the 
world, BASEhabitat 
started to develop dif-
ferent forms of work-
shops.

Roland Gnaiger
Head of BASEhabitat

Earth and bamboo are excellent materials for
sustainable architecture.

Earthen and bamboo architecture has not only a long 
tradition in human settlement, but it also offers many 
advantages for contemporary architecture. BASEhabi-
tat wants to foster the consideration of socio-cultural, 
economical and ecological aspects in the architectural 
design and construction. This is a big challenge in our 
projects in developing countries, but it is the same in 
the western world.

EARTH & BAMBOO
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EARTH & BAMBOO

With the big econo-
mic crisis all around 
Europe, a minority of 
people began actually 
to ask about their own 
sustainable way of life... 
So there is a paradigm 
change happening. 
I will use this opportu-
nity to give my contri-
bution to a sustainable 
architecture in
Portugal.

Karin P.
participant - Portugal
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PARTICIPANTS

100 PARTICIPANTS from 34 NATIONS
BASEhabitat invited people from all over the world, 
interested in sustainable architecture and the building 
materials earth and bamboo, to apply for the Summer 
School.

We received 140 applications with very interesting port-
folios and had to select our participants.

Thanks to our partners and friends, who helped to 
spread out the information through their networks.

Argentina
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Bulgaria
Canada
China
Chile
Columbia
Costa Rica
Czech Republic
Germany
Egypt
France
Greece
India
Iran
Italy
Mexico
Luxembourg
Nepal
New Zealand
Poland
Portugal
Peru
Romania
Russia
Sweden
Switzerland
Serbia
Spain
Turkey
United Kingdom
USA
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PARTICIPANTS
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NETWORKING

The Summer School was a big promoter for exchange 
of knowledge, mutual learning and global networking.

You could see, that people from so many different 
countries, with so many different biographies and living 
realities are united by the love for earthen- and bamboo 
architecture.

The interesting net-
work was so inspiring. 
I‘ve met lots of people 
with common inte-
rests. With some I plan 
collaborations and 
future projects.

Giulia R.
participant - Italy
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TIME SCHEDULE

WORKSHOPS

MATERIAL SCIENCE

THEORY CLASSES

PEER LECTURES

EXCURSION

BASEhabitat International Summer School 2014
Time Schedule

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

Party

Mon, 14.7. Mon, 21.7. Mon, 28.7.Tue, 15.7. Tue, 22.7.

Arrival 

1000-1800

Check in

800-1130 
Check Out

Departure 

1930-2130 

Welcome

Excursion Excursion

Breakfast BreakfastBreakfast BreakfastBreakfast BreakfastBreakfast Breakfast BreakfastBreakfast Breakfast Breakfast

Lunch LunchLunch LunchLunch LunchLunch LunchLunch Lunch Lunch

Dinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner Dinner

8-1200 

Material 
Science

8-1200 

Theory 
Classes

13-1730 

Material 
Science

13-1730 

Theory 
Classes

13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 2
13-1730 

Workshop 2
13-1730 

Workshop 2
13-1730 

Workshop 2

13-1730 

Closing 
Session

1930-2030 

M. Science
1930-2030 

Th. Classes

8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Seismology
8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Workshop 2
8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Workshop 2
8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Workshop 2
8-1200 

Workshop 2

Wed, 16.7. Wed, 23.7.Thu, 17.7. Thu, 24.7.Fri, 18.7. Fri, 25.7.Sat, 19.7. Sat, 26.7.Sun, 20.7. Sun, 27.7.

WORKSHOPS
on different materials & building methods
_ Adobe_CRAterre, amàco team
_ Straw & Earth_Stefan Neumann
_ Rammed Earth _Martin Rauch and team
_ Bamboo_Andrés Bäppler & team

All the workshops will take place at the same time.
Participants can choose 2 workshops, each one lastas 4 days.

We are going to present all the workshop tutors and their
projects and plans for this Summer School later on.
Different elements will be built around the ABZ
(AgrarBildungsZentrum) in Altmünster.
After this presentation we will ask you for your favourite choice 
and hope to be able to fulfi l most of your wishes...

BASEhabitat
architecture for development

EXCURSION
The excursion takes 2 days. We will travel to the east of 
Austria (Vorarlberg) and to Switzerland to see some outraging 
buildings made of earth.
Highlights might be Martin Rauch`s factory, and building site. 

THEORY CLASSES
We will get different insights concerning sustainable architec-
ture and discuss about social, economic, climatic, ecologic 
and aesthetic aspects.
We will welcome Andrés Bäppler, Anna Heringer, Dominique 
Gauzin-Müller, Elias Rubin, Helmut Krapmeier and others.

CLOSING SESSION & PARTY
The end of the program will be a closing session with refl exion 
and prospects and a farwell party.

MATERIAL SCIENCE
We will start with a whole day on material science. The experi-
enced team of amàco (CRAterre) will give basic information on 
different materials. They will also offer practical experiments in 
small groups.
Martin Rauch will give an input on rammed earth.
 
SEISMOLOGY
Theory input and practical tests with a vibratory plate organi-
sed by the Research Center RISK („risk, infrastructure, securi-
ty and confl ict“) from Bundeswehr Universität Munich.

PEER LECTURES
In the evening we give the stage to the participants. You can 
present your projects and discuss them with the others.

BASEhabitat International Summer School 2014
Week One
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TIME SCHEDULE

WORKSHOPS

MATERIAL SCIENCE

THEORY CLASSES

PEER LECTURES

EXCURSION

BASEhabitat International Summer School 2014
Time Schedule

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

1930-2030 
Peer Lectures

Party

Mon, 14.7. Mon, 21.7. Mon, 28.7.Tue, 15.7. Tue, 22.7.

Arrival 

1000-1800

Check in

800-1130 
Check Out

Departure 

1930-2130 

Welcome

Excursion Excursion

Breakfast BreakfastBreakfast BreakfastBreakfast BreakfastBreakfast Breakfast BreakfastBreakfast Breakfast Breakfast

Lunch LunchLunch LunchLunch LunchLunch LunchLunch Lunch Lunch

Dinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner DinnerDinner Dinner

8-1200 

Material 
Science

8-1200 

Theory 
Classes

13-1730 

Material 
Science

13-1730 

Theory 
Classes

13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 1
13-1730 

Workshop 2
13-1730 

Workshop 2
13-1730 

Workshop 2
13-1730 

Workshop 2

13-1730 

Closing 
Session

1930-2030 

M. Science
1930-2030 

Th. Classes

8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Seismology
8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Workshop 2
8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Workshop 2
8-1200 

Workshop 1
8-1200 

Workshop 2
8-1200 

Workshop 2

Wed, 16.7. Wed, 23.7.Thu, 17.7. Thu, 24.7.Fri, 18.7. Fri, 25.7.Sat, 19.7. Sat, 26.7.Sun, 20.7. Sun, 27.7.

WORKSHOPS
on different materials & building methods
_ Adobe_CRAterre, amàco team
_ Straw & Earth_Stefan Neumann
_ Rammed Earth _Martin Rauch and team
_ Bamboo_Andrés Bäppler & team

All the workshops will take place at the same time.
Participants can choose 2 workshops, each one lastas 4 days.

We are going to present all the workshop tutors and their
projects and plans for this Summer School later on.
Different elements will be built around the ABZ
(AgrarBildungsZentrum) in Altmünster.
After this presentation we will ask you for your favourite choice 
and hope to be able to fulfi l most of your wishes...

BASEhabitat
architecture for development

EXCURSION
The excursion takes 2 days. We will travel to the east of 
Austria (Vorarlberg) and to Switzerland to see some outraging 
buildings made of earth.
Highlights might be Martin Rauch`s factory, and building site. 

THEORY CLASSES
We will get different insights concerning sustainable architec-
ture and discuss about social, economic, climatic, ecologic 
and aesthetic aspects.
We will welcome Andrés Bäppler, Anna Heringer, Dominique 
Gauzin-Müller, Elias Rubin, Helmut Krapmeier and others.

CLOSING SESSION & PARTY
The end of the program will be a closing session with refl exion 
and prospects and a farwell party.

MATERIAL SCIENCE
We will start with a whole day on material science. The experi-
enced team of amàco (CRAterre) will give basic information on 
different materials. They will also offer practical experiments in 
small groups.
Martin Rauch will give an input on rammed earth.
 
SEISMOLOGY
Theory input and practical tests with a vibratory plate organi-
sed by the Research Center RISK („risk, infrastructure, securi-
ty and confl ict“) from Bundeswehr Universität Munich.

PEER LECTURES
In the evening we give the stage to the participants. You can 
present your projects and discuss them with the others.

BASEhabitat International Summer School 2014
Week Two
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THEORY CLASSES

13



14

Starting with classes on material science, the partici-
pants could get a base knowledge on the materials they 
were going to work with.

Different topics have been treated, as e.g. „What are the 
physical characteristics of clay?“
„How does bamboo grow and how to use it as a building 
material?“ The amàco team, Martin Rauch and Andrés 
Bäppler were our trainers.

Norbert Gebbeken from the Risk Research Center in 
Munich gave basic information about seismology. In 
theory and practical tests participants could experience 
the effects of earthquakes.

This workshop gave me 
the great possibility to 
improve my skills and 
my knowledge about 
natural materials and 
to get in contact with 
a lot of people with the 
same interests like me.

Alice P.
participant - Italy

THEORY CLASSES

MATERIAL SCIENCE



15

I think we have to be 
able to innovate in 
a way to explore all 
the potentials of these 
materials in nowadays 
times.
We should work to-
gether!
This workshop is a 
wonderful example in 
this long way to go!

Gian N.
amáco team - Peru

THEORY CLASSES

MATERIAL SCIENCE
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THEORY 

THEORY CLASSES

LECTURES

Along the two weeks various lectures gave the possibility 
to get different insights to the topic of
sustainable construction.

Andrés Bäppler (escuela para la vida)
challenges of contemporary bamboo architecture

Anna Heringer (architect UNESCO Earthen Architecture)
handmade architecture

Dominique Gauzin-Müller (chief editor of EcologiK/EK)
sustainable architecture - between low and high tech

Elias Rubin (s2arch)
building as an integrative process

The lectures allowed me 
to have some new per-
spectives and revelation 
moments.

Shady A.
participant - Belgium - Egypt
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Helmut Krapmeier (Energy Institute Vorarlberg)
heating with the sun  -  cooling with the construction

Markus Dobmeier (University of Applied Science Munich)
live projects for social development

Markus Thurnher (Fink Turnher Architects)
modern timber architecture - abz Salzkammergut

Martin Rauch (Lehm Ton Erde)
challenges of contemporary earthen architecture

Roland Gnaiger (University of Art and Design Linz)
how change and innovation can take place

Great to be encouraged 
in thinking differently.
Great encouragement 
to find my own path 
and form.

Ulrike K.
participant - Austria

THEORY CLASSES

LECTURES
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In the evenings we gave the stage to the audience. 
Participants could present their work and projects. It 
was very interesting to hear and see what the others 
are working on. Even after a long hard working day the 
interest was enormous.

I could get some very 
useful recommenda-
tions for the const-
ruction site in India, 
where we are building 
with earth.
The group of people 
supporting us in our 
work has grown.

Sebastian V.
participant - Austria

THEORY CLASSES

PEER LECTURES
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FIELD TRIP

The field trip took the participants to the east of Austria, 
to the province of Vorarlberg and to Switzerland.

In this region you find some very interesting buildings 
made of earth. It was a great opportunity to see earthen 
architecture in real scale in Central Europe.

Visiting points of the field trip:
Studio Rauch, Schlins
Cementery Provosts Residence St. Gerold
Cementery Batschuns
Hospital LKH Feldkirch
Ornithologicals Station Sempach
Cinema Sil Plaz

The excursion we did 
gave me the chance to 
realize and figure out 
physically the outstan-
ding possibilities of 
earthen material.

I could deepen my 
knowledge and will 
bring it back to North 
America.

Jean B. T.
participant - Canada
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WORKSHOPS
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WORKSHOPS

ADOBE

BAMBOO

RAMMED EARTH

STRAW&EARTH

LEARNING BY DOING
The core of the Summer School was practical work in 
four different workshops.

Excellent workshop tutors were training the partici-
pants. BASEhabitat was happy to get all these professi-
onals for this summer school.
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ADOBE

amàco

Lucile Couvreur

Gian Franco Noriega

Dorian Vauzelle

AMÀCO TEAM
amàco is an educational resource centre based in 
France, that aims to make visible, in sensory and po-
etic ways, the physicochemical behaviour of the most 
common natural materials, such as sand, water, earth, 
wood, straw, etc.

amàco aims to disseminate knowledge regarding their 
application in construction, so as to promote the emer-
gence of eco-friendly practices. amàco brings together 
physicists, engineers, artists and architects.

The trainers in Altmünster were LUCILE COUVREUR, 
GIAN FRANCO NORIEGA and DORIAN VAUZELLE.

amàco is supported by 
4 partners: Les Grands 
Ateliers, ENSAG, INSA Lyon, 
ESPCI ParisTech
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ADOBE

The aim of the adobe-workshop was to experiment 
and to explore the aesthetic potential of mud bricks for 
contemporary design and architecture. Manipulating 
basic principles of this ancestral building technique, 
the participants could follow a creative process in order 
to explore the variations and effects of earth matter 
building expressions.
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ADOBE

We have to test, try and 
innovate, sharing our 
experiences to generate 
what we could call a 
common intelligence for 
a contextual architec-
ture.

Dorian Vauzelle
amàco team - France

The participants designed and built different small 
architectural elements like arcs, domes and adobe wall 
units. Materials used were earth, sand and straw.

They could learn in this practice about different aspects 
of matter behaviour, moulding principles and construc-
tion parameters of earth-based bricks.
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ADOBE

I really enjoyed the 
adobe workshop and the 
wonderful amàco team - 
very inspiring! Now I am 
filled with ideas. 

Birgit S.
participant - Austria
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ADOBE

I believe in sustainable 
architecture as a result 
of using traditional, ver-
nacular strategies along 
with modern technology.  
I want to approach this 
vision in my buildings.

Angeles H.
participant - Chile

BRICK-LAYING
Another exercise was to experiment with bricks, to get 
an idea of the quantity of possible forms.

All the training was a good chance to stimulate and feed 
the own creative design process.
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BAMBOO

ESCUELA PARA LA VIDA

Andrés Bäppler Ramirez

Greta Tressera

Rubén Darío Bermudez

www.escuelaparalavida.org

ANDRÉS BÄPPLER RAMIREZ
is a German architect born in Colombia. He founded 
the NGO „Escuela para la Vida“ in Cali and the office 
„guaduaVISION“, both to educate young Colombians in 
vernacular architecture and to show the quality bamboo 
architecture can have.

Andrés Bäppler is holding lectures and workshops in 
Europe, Latin America and Asia, promoting bamboo as 
sustainable building material. He also was initiator of 
the international festival for bamboo in Cali (2011, 2013).

The team was completed with GRETA TRESSERRA, 
architect and bamboo expert from Spain, and RUBÉN 
DARÍO BERMUDEZ, a young graduate of Bäppler‘s 
school project in Columbia.
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BAMBOO

THE HALL
During eight workshop days the participants designed 
and built a bamboo hall. Starting with a design process 
was important to better understand the material and 
it`s possibilities.

The bamboo building was an experiment in testing 
different bamboo connections and to learn about const-
ruction techniques.

The hall, built with six different arcs, and a roof covered 
with esterilla (bamboo mats), could maintain for a 
few month at the site and was used after the Summer 
School by the pupils of the abz boarding school.

Learning by doing is 
the best way to un-
derstand and gasp 
the possibilities of the 
material.

Nina C.
participant - New Zealand
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BAMBOO

I really liked the bam-
boo workshop because 
I identified a lot with 
that kind of material 
and technical work. 
Very tiring but very 
productive!

Mariana F.
participant - Portugal

BUILDING
The designed elements were built on the ground.
After finding the right pales they had to be cut and put 
together. Then the element was lifted up and fixed.
The last step was to put on the esterilla roof.
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BAMBOO

THE MATERIAL BAMBOO
Bamboo is an extraordinary plant that holds huge chan-
ces for a sustainable architecture. Today an upcoming 
industry discovers the advantages of the material and 
also how to benefit from it.

It is very important, during this process, to keep the 
focus on sustainability in the way bamboo is produced, 
treated, traded und used. Therefore the workshop was 
not only a possibility to impart construction knowledge, 
but also to focus on the life cycle process of bamboo.

I want to promote 
and celebrate earth & 
bamboo as building 
materials.  For the last 
five years I have been 
working on it - with 
lots of inspirations 
from people and 
architecture from all 
over the world.

Nripal A.
participant - Nepal
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BAMBOO

My vision is to help our 
country people with 
any kind of natural 
available resources. 
My motivation in 
bamboo and mud-
bamboo is that I want 
to use these techniques 
in my country.

Soniha N.
participant - Bangladesh
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RAMMED EARTH

LEHM TON ERDE

Martin Rauch

Dominik Abbrederis

www.lehmtonerde.at

MARTIN RAUCH
studied after the technical college for ceramics and 
stove constructions in Stoob, at the University of Applied 
Arts in Vienna. Since 1990 he designs, plans and builds 
projects in earth worldwide. 1999 he founded the com-
pany „Lehm Ton Erde Baukunst GmbH“.
In cooperation with BASEhabitat he led several inter-
national workshops also in Bangladesh, South Africa 
and Austria. Since 2010 he is honorary professor of the 
UNESCO-chair for Earthen Architecture.

DOMINIK ABBREDERIS
was the instructor at the rammed-earth building site. 
He is a brilliant trainer with a lot of experience in wor-
king with earth and shared his practical know-how.
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RAMMED EARTH

THE WALL
Participants built up a wall along a slope, leading the 
visitor to the traditional mountain lodge, that is part of 
the education and training rooms of the abz agricultural 
school.
The wall includes a long bench and a place for making 
barbeque. Pupils of the abz got a new place for retire-
ment in their leisure time.

Rammed earth has 
huge potential to be 
used widely in Bulga-
ria because of low-cost 
labour.
I intend to do some 
small-scale projects 
in public space so that 
people can become 
aware of this „new“ 
material.

Kalin Z.
participant - Bulgaria
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RAMMED EARTH

THE MATERIAL
Silt, clay, soil are natural building materials and occur 
in different compositions under the top mould in every 
part of the world. Silt is made up of clay and sand and 
develops out of the destruction of other clay parts are 
just as important as the clay kind for its building cha-
racteristics.

In its damp condition, silt is according to its compositi-
on, a more or less ductile material that becomes load 
bearing through air-drying. More than a third of the 
world‘s population lives in houses, which have been 
built completely or at least to some part in silt and 
rammed earth. 

Up to 40 different 
earthen building tech-
niques have been tra-
ditionally used world-
wide. Just as different 
the local silt and soil 
compositions are, so are 
the according earthen 
building techniques.

Martin Rauch
Lehm Ton Erde
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RAMMED EARTH

RAMMED EARTH
is a thousand of years old building technique and is a 
widely used technique. Crumbly, soil-damp and rela-
tively lean silt matter is poured in layers into a mould 
and compressed mechanically.
A certain advantage of the rammed earth technique is, 
that the mixture of silt, sand and gravel often appears 
in nature and is perfect in its characteristics for this 
building technique.

The aim of the workshop was to get an intensive hands-
on experience and to gain application-orientated know-
ledge in building with rammed earth technique.

Working as a builder I 
would like to find a way 
to bring rammed earth 
(non stabalized) into 
New Zealand‘s building 
regulations.
Due to earth quakes 
only stabilized rammed 
earth is accepted.

Nick H.
participant - New Zealand
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RAMMED EARTH

The workshop was very 
comprehensive. I got a 
lot of new ideas and gai-
ned new skills that will 
be decisive for my goal 
to  build with rammed 
earth.

Ovidiu J.
participant - Romania
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STRAW & EARTH

NATURBAUWERK

Stefan Neumann

Yule von Hertell

www.naturbauwerk.de

OPEN SOURCE - CREATIVE COMMONS!

WORKSHOP- LEADER: Stefan Neumann
ASSISTENT: Jule von Hertell

LAYOUT: Lola Seibt
PICTURES: Lola Seibt
DRAWINGS: Jule von Hertell
PROOF READING: Iris Nöbauer

The following pages reflect the workshop straw and earth at 
the BASEhabitat summer school 2014. The documentation is 
produced for reflection and rememberence. You are more than 
welcome to add, change, correct the content by sending an 
e-mail to: 

lola.seibt@noerpel.net

Thank you BASEhabitat team for your appreciation and - the 
fantastic work you did! 

adam weismann & katy bryce

building with cob
a step-by step guilde
ISBN-10: 1903998727STEFAN NEUMANN

is a learned carpenter, civil engineer and building biolo-
gist from Germany.
He has been working with clay since 2002 and is also a 
member of the German umbrella organization for clay 
builders. He founded his company „Naturbauwerk“, that 
deals with natural building materials with a focus on 
clay, in 2006. During the last few years he has worked 
together with Martin Rauch, Hubert Heinrichs, Anna 
Heringer and Uwe Wirthwein.

YULE VON HERTELL supported the workshop with her 
excellent knowledge about soil and earth.
THOMAS HAGELSTEIN finally came in autumn to Alt-
münster to do the final plastering.
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STRAW & EARTH

For a long time Stefan Neumann has been fascinated by 
the idea of ecological building, especially with natural 
materials. As one of the oldest building materials he 
has marked preferences for clay.

After two intense weeks Stefan stated that it has been a 
big pleasure for him to share his fascination and know-
ledge about this wonderful building material. Especially 
positive he remarks the possibility of a vivid exchange 
with the participants within the workshop.

My vision is to build 
an architecture school 
based on principles of 
ecology, architecture 
and democracy.

I want to build a team of 
professionals, craftsmen 
and artisans to work 
together on design-build 
projects.

Senthil N.
participant - India
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STRAW & EARTH

WORK WITH HAND AND FEED
The workshop on straw&earth gave basic knowledge 
about several traditional and modern techniques for 
load bearing or non-loadbearing usage as for example 
Cob or covering half-timbered constructions.

There was also space for experimentation.
Most of the work was done by hand and feet, in order to 
consider the working-conditions many participants find 
in their living countries.Got loads of experience, 

which will help me con-
tinue my own research 
and practice.

Ipek K.
participant - Turkey
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STRAW & EARTH

PERGOLA
The main work done in the workshop was a small per-
gola situated in the garden of the ABZ.
It will be a place of retirement for the pupils of the 
boarding school, with a wonderful view over the Lake 
Traunsee.
There is also place for storing gardening tools and the 
shady pergola invites to have a little rest during the 
garden work.

BAR
The group has also built a cob wall that was the bar for 
our final party. This was creating a special atmosphere.

Earth construction 
should be considered 
as building technique 
also for contemporary 
architecture, adapted to 
current living standards.

Markus K.
participant - Germany
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STRAW & EARTH

The workshop focussed 
on principles and the 
nature of things, rather 
than on absolute mea-
sures or standards. In 
doing so it has given us 
the inspiration to make, 
test and find our de-
votions in shaping our 
built environment.

Shubhra R.
participant - USA / India
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PROSPECTS
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PUBLIC
CLOSING EVENT

The last day of Summer School was dedicated to show-
ing and discussing what we have done with the public.

We had an intense and interesting discussion with the 
director of the ABZ Barbara Mayr, the mayor of Alt-
münster Hannes Schobesberger, the rector of Univer-
sity of Art and Design Linz Reinhard Kannonier, the 
president of the UIA Albert Dubler and the head of the 
brick factory EDER Hannes and Martin Eder.

The speakers agreed that the efforts of BASEhabitat 
done with this Summer School, the positive feedback 
of the participants and the visible buildings that will 
remain at least for a while in Altmünster, are giving ins-
piration and hope for the future of earthen and bamboo 
architecture.

Considering that people 
living on this planet un-
der humble conditions 
are a majority, it is time 
for architects to focus on 
housing for the poor. 

Albert Dubler
UIA International Union of 
Architects
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PUBLIC
CLOSING EVENT

Rektor Kannonier and members of the provincial and 
local government have been visiting the building sites 
and took the chance to discuss with the workshop 
tutors.

I am motivated and 
inspired to continue 
working with natural 
materials and sharing 
ideas with others, lear-
ning from each other.

Eva N.
participant - Czech Republic
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NEXT
INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL
on modern earthen architecture &
bamoo constructions
will take place in July 2016

See you there!

TO BE
CONTINUED...

Thank you BASEhabitat 
for inspiring me and 
giving me motivation 
and joy!

Flavía M.
participant - Romania
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SPECIAL THANKS
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The Summer School took place in and around a very 
special wooden-building: the AgrarBildungsZentrum 
Salzkammergut „abz“, an educational centre for agri-
culture.

This marvellous place inspires not only because of 
its situation at the shore of lake Traunsee, but also 
through the very special architecture, that has been 
awarded various times.

Main material is untreated wood that comes directly 
from the region. Walls, floors, frontages, ceilings and 
furniture, everything is made of wood.

Thanks to the Landesimmobiliengesellschaft LIG and 
the ABZ Salzkammergut who have opened the doors 
of their house for us.

LOCATION

ABZ
AgrarBildungsZentrum 
Salzkammergut
Altmünster
Upper-Austria

2012 winner of the
State Price 
Architecture
& Sustainability

2013 winner of
CONSTRUCTIVE ALPS 
International Prize for 
Sustainable Renovating 
and Building in the Alps
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Without the capital support by students from Linz, the 
Summer School would not have been possible. Another 
very important help came from the director of the Ag-
rarBildungsZentrum Salzkammergut and her staff that 
was on our demand.

The picture shows students and director Mayr unloa-
ding bamboo from the container.

HELPING HANDS

Thanks to:
Claudia Bönisch
Maria Dau
Ann-Kathrin Freude
Felix Ganzer
Andrea Hilmbauer
Julius Jell
Paul Jungwirth
Hannah Kordes
Sebastian Mayer
Iris Nöbauer
Sophie Schrattenecker
Sebastian Vilanek
Anika Welebny
(students)

Doris Derflinger
Dir. Barbara Mayr
Reinhardt Nickl
(abz Salzkammergut)
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SPONSORED BY

PARTNERS &
SUPPORTERS

LAGERHAUS ALTMÜNSTER Marktgemeinde
Altmünster

The International Summer School 2014 was a big 
effort, that has been made possible by partners and 
sponsors who provided financial and institutional 
aid.

Special thanks to all of them!

IN COOPERATION WITH

A lot of working hands, 
a big amount of 
building material and 
tools were required.

For the Summer 
School
we moved among 
other things:

300 stems of bamboo
6 big bales of straw
30t of earth


